
     

 

 

Overview  Life in the Stone Age  
   

Humans found their food from the local environment. They used 

tools such as spears and slings to kill and capture animals.  

THE 
PALEOLITHIC 

ERA 

 

Oldowan tools, the earliest tools, were shaped from rocks. 

  
Paleolithic humans developed language. the most important 

innovation 

 

Cave paintings found in France are about 40,000 years old! 

    Canoes were constructed to allows humans to fish in the rivers and 

seas, carved from tree trunks and branches.     

The oldest discovered canoe is 8,200 years old! 

THE 
MESOLITHIC 

ERA 

Hominids and Animals 
 

Homo Sapiens 
Homo sapiens is the scientific name for our species – modern humans. It is thought that homo 

sapiens originated in Africa between 300 and 150,000 years ago, and branched out into Eurasia about 
60,000 years ago.  

 
Homo Neanderthalensis 
Neanderthals are a species of hominid that lived from about 400,000 years ago 
They were probably highly intelligent, with large brains.   They were shorter, but stockier, than 
modern humans. Their bones have only been found in Europe and parts of Asia. 

 

  
Dogs were domesticated from wolves for hunting.  It is thought 

Stone Age man also bred dogs to be cute pets! 

 
Clothes were made of bark and leaves in the summer and animal 

skins in the winter. 

 

 
Animals such as cows and sheep provided a ready-made supply of 

meat, milk and bone. Grain was developed as it could be stored for a 

long time. 

  
Stone Age Animals 
The world was filled with creatures in the Stone Age, many of which are still 
around today, but lots of which are now extinct. One of the most famous 
examples of those that are now extinct is the wooly mammoth, a species of 
elephant that was covered in fur – adapted to survive in the last ice age. 
Another example is the sabre-toothed tiger, a large big cat with long canine 
teeth, weighing up to 400kg!  
Giant ground sloths were another interesting animal from the time. Living in 

South America, these sloths were as large as elephants, weighing up to 4 tonnes! It could stand on two legs in 
order to reach food from trees.  

 

 People lived in more permanent houses, which were congregated 

together in villages.  ‘Skara Brae’ off Scotland, is a well-preserved 

Neolithic village. 

THE 
NEOLITHIC 

ERA 

  
People had jobs like farmers, priests, and hunters. Roles were 

decided based on gender and age. 

 

   

made objects from mud and clay objects. 

 

25,000 YA – 
Earliest examples 

of pottery 

15,000 YA – 
Domestication of 

pigs 

25,000 YA– Use of 
needles, saws and 

harpoons 

300-150,000 years 
ago – Home sapiens 

appear in Africa. 

11,000 YA– 
End of the last 

Ice Age 

10,500 YA – 
Cattle were 

domesticated 

40,000 YA – First cave 
painting and carved 

figures, (Spain). 

30,000 YA – 
Neanderthals become 

extinct 

8,000 YA –
Wheel invented, 
irrigation begins 

Around 6,000 YA –Writing 
invented in Sumer. Horses 

domesticated 

2.5 million years ago – 
Stone Age begins – 
first rock artefacts. 

The Stone Age 

The Stone Age is the name given to the 
earliest period of human culture – from 
the dawn of civilisation 2.5 million years 
ago, to around 5000 years ago, when 
humans began utilising metal to make 

tools and objects.  

The Stone Age is divided into three 
periods: 

-Paleolithic (Old Stone Age); 

-Mesolithic (Mid Stone Age); 

-Neolithic (New Stone Age);  

Stone Age Timeline 


